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Background 
Introduction of the project BONUS Future Marine Assessment and Monitoring of the Baltic 
(FUMARI) 
This document was prepared by Kristian Meissner, Coordinator of BONUS FUMARI 

BONUS FUMARI will provide a proposal for a renewed monitoring system of the Baltic Sea. Developing 
such suggestions will be challenging. FUMARI plans to overcome these difficulties through tight 
stakeholder involvement and a review of the gaps between legislative monitoring requirements and 
existing monitoring and data management. 

BONUS FUMARI is part of the BONUS SYNTHESIS call of 2017 and will explore gaps in current Baltic Sea 
monitoring and the possibility of using novel monitoring methods to address these shortcomings. The 
recommendations aim to enhance future coverage, comparability, sensitivity and cost effectiveness of 
Baltic Sea monitoring. Given the complexity of this task, stakeholder involvement will be critical to project 
success and will be integrated at all stages of the project. Bonus FUMARI started on 1st of October 2018 and 
will last for 18 months.  
BONUS FUMARI builds on past evaluations of relevant directives and combines these with the insights and 
lessons learned from both freshwater EU-projects led by the project partners (such as EU FP7 WISER, MARS 
and the COST action DNAqua-Net) and marine projects (such as BONUS BLUEWEBS,EU-LIFE MARMONI, EU 
FP7- ODEMM, and DEVOTES).  
The combined experience from both marine and closely related freshwater monitoring will be a valuable 
basis for the evaluation and recommendation for a renewed monitoring system of the Baltic Sea 
environment. BONUS FUMARI will coordinate actions with the project BONUS SEAM, which also aims to 
provide recommendations for a renewed monitoring of the Baltic. 
Outputs of the project will include review papers and related policy briefs that address current monitoring 
and its gaps in relation to legislative requirements, shortcomings and improvements of data management, 
and novel monitoring methods that could be applied in Baltic marine monitoring.  

In particular BONUS FUMARI sets out to answer the following questions: 
• Does the current monitoring sufficiently address the requirements set by the EU data collection

regulation, Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission’s (HELCOM) Baltic Sea Action Plan,
EU Water Framework Directive (WFD), and EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD)?

• What are the most critical shortcomings of the current marine monitoring programs regarding the 
requirements set by relevant EU directives?
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• Which novel methods could efficiently enhance the Baltic marine monitoring through improving
its coverage, cost effectiveness, and reliability?

• What is the state of the art of these methods related to their use in operational monitoring?
• How could the monitoring system be rearranged and complemented to achieve improved

coverage, sensitivity, and cost effectiveness?

BONUS FUMARI project partners: 
Finland  
Finnish Environment Institute, Jyväskylä and Helsinki 
Germany  

University  Duisburg Essen, Essen 
Sweden 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala 
Halmstad University, Halmstad  

Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute, Frölunda 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to: 

- take note of the information.
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